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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE PS3250 WDE – 2010

Politics of Food in the North
INSTRUCTOR: D. WEST

E-MAIL: doug.west@lakeheadu.ca (contact with Instructor is limited to e-mail) and through WebCT course site
This course is designed to explore the politics of food in the North and the impact on the understanding of food security and food sovereignty. We will focus our attention on the political effects of food policy and politics in Northern Canadian and other circumpolar regions. In some cases, we will investigate the development of community interests and services around indigenous and non-indigenous food security and food sovereignty. Students are expected to complete the weekly readings and to participate in discussions on a regular basis.

Grading:


Discussion Questions........…………………………20% (students will be graded for the 
term on the quantity and quality of their submissions. Each student must respond to at 
least two Discussion Questions per module in a 5 line paragraph for each response)

Article Summaries x 6……………………….…..…60% (must be submitted after each 
module via WebCT e-mail – they will be returned with comments by the Instructor – 
grades for each assignment will be posted on MyGrades-not on WebCT)


Final Exam.........……………………………………20% (The exam will be two hours in 
length and be on-line – the date will be announced)
Readings: All Readings for this course are located on-line
Learner Outcomes:
· A greater understanding of food security issues in northern regions
· The ability to map and assess a personal and community food system
· The capacity to judge food policy and political action around northern food 

· A greater understanding of food issues among indigenous peoples

· The ability to connect food security with sustainable economic development
· A greater understanding of the global politics of food production and distribution
